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(See page 143) 


Policemen, Firemen, and the 
Kingdom of Heaven 


By Rome A. Betts 


Center—Police Inspec- 
tor William H. Harrison. 


Below—Stephen T. 
Porter, Chief Engineer, 
Fire Department. 


T isn’t often that a city can produce a phe- 
nomenon like the one I recently discovered 
in Washington, D.C. 

To have a chief of police who is a God-fearing 
Christian may not be unusual; to have a fire 
department chief similarly regarded may also 
be considered as a matter of little surprise. 
When that can truthfully be said of both in one 
community, we may raise our eyebrows some- 
what; but when, in addition to that, we learn 
that both men attend the same church, belong 
to the same Bible Class, and are respectively 
first and second vice presidents of that class, 
you have something to be amazed at. 

Digging deeper revealed an inspiring story. 

The class was founded in the Congress Street 
Methodist Protestant Church (now Methodist) 
nearly fourteen years ago by William H. Harri- 
son, then inspector of the metropolitan police 
department, and has been called by his name 
ever since. It has been largely through his un- 
tiring efforts that the little group of fifteen 
who were its charter members has now grown 
to a membership of 240. 

From the beginning there seems to have been 
a strong inducement to members of the fire and 
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Below—Major Ernest 
W. Brown, Superintend- 
ent of the Police Depart- 
ment. 


police departments to join. There are now 110 
policemen and a goodly number of firemen, over 
forty percent of the total, many of whom are 
very faithful. The pastor, Rev. H. A. Kester, 
says that some will work all Saturday night and 
yet be in class on Sunday morning. All of 
which makes the class unique in the city. 

Highty-nine different Congressmen and eleven 
Senators, together with many prominent gov- 
ernment officials, have addressed the class— 
many returning for the fourth and fifth time. 
Several have become honorary members, until 
now the class bulletin is sent into almost every 
state of the Union. 

The Congress Street Church is the oldest 
standing Methodist Protestant church in the 
country. It was organized one hundred and ten 
years ago, and is one of the old landmarks in 
Georgetown, for many years a separate city, 
really older than Washington. 

Returning to the two chiefs, Major Brown 
(the title of major goes with the job) has been 
superintendent of police for ten years, and is 
accounted one of the most capable men in that 
position anywhere. For about twenty years he 

(Turn to page 148) 
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“Ye Do Err, Because—” 


By Robert E. Speer 


ALF a century ago one of our 
truest American poets, now too 
much forgotten, Edward Row- 

land Sill, wrote a little poem entitled “A 
Fool’s Prayer.” It was the story of a 
medieval king who, for the amusement 
of the court, ordered his jester to make 
a prayer. And the jester prayed, but his 
prayer was no jest. He asked God’s for- 
giveness for being a fool—not for his 
sins so much as for his sheer follies. And 
when he had ended, there came no 
laughter, and the king went off alone to 
pray for himself, “Lord, be merciful to 
me a fool.” 

That is our prayer for ourselves and for 
this mad world today. The badness is 
bad enough, but how terrible is the folly. 
Why are men guilty of such blundering? 
Why are we ourselves constantly falling 
into error and mistake? 

. What would we not give to ask Jesus 
this question! Henevererred. He never 
said a word which he asked to recall. He 
never left the right word unsaid. He did 
always the things that pleased his Fa- 
ther. To what would he attribute our 
human blundering? We do not need to 
ask this question in vain. On one no- 
table occasion he answered it. It was on 
the day of the “great controversy,” when 
Pharisees, Herodians, and Sadducees had 
plotted to trap him, and the Sadducees 
had posed their specious question re- 
garding the woman who had had seven 
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husbands, and the resurrection. Jesus 
ignored their insincerity, assumed the 
honesty of their inquiry, and pointed out 
to them the source of their error. 

“Ye do err,” he said, “because ye know 
not the Scriptures, nor the power of 
God.” Can this be the cause of our error? 
Jesus did not say so. He said it was the 
source of the error of the Sadducees. 
But the more one reflects upon his words, 
the more one wonders whether this can 
be the source of all our errors. 

To these Sadducees the Scriptures 
were the equivalent of history; and they 
discredited the principle of resurrection 
because they did not grasp the teaching 
of history, and because they disbelieved 
in the presence of divine forces in life 
and history. Taken in this sense, Our 
Lord’s words trace error to ignorance of 
history and its lessons, and to disbeliev- 
ing in the divine government of the 
world. And do not our errors today have 
this very origin? Men are plunging into 
a new era of human insanity in plain dis- 
regard of all the lessons of history, and 
in wicked defiance of 
God’s holy and righteous 
sovereignty and his law of 
brotherhood and unity. 

And even in the strict 
sense of his words we find 
today the source of our 
folly. Every wrong course 
of our life,—personal, na- 
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tional and international,—breeding mishap and 
misery and ruin, is flat in the face of the plain 
teaching of the Bible, and is open and direct 
repudiation of the divine influences and persua- 
sions working in human life. 

The Bible teaches the unity of man, and we 
are denying this unity. It teaches that might 
is not right, but that that only is right which 
is true and good and brotherly and loving; and 
yet great nations are acting on the principle of 
might and force and violence. It teaches the 
certainty of God’s judgment on all courses of 
action which violate his laws and the mind of 
Christ, but the world forgets this, and plunges 
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into ways which can not escape the judgment. 

And the world errs today as the Sadducees 
erred, because it does not believe in the sover- 
eignty of God and is unwilling to adopt his 
government. It does not believe in his pres- 
ence and power. It sets up its organizations 
and projects its schemes on the level of man’s 
wisdom and man’s sovereign will. 

And on all such errors the judgment of God 
is sure. “Justice may travel with a leaden heel, 
but it strikes with an iron hand.” We had best 
turn back from our blundering and take up our 
Bible and learn its lessons, and once again “in 
God put our trust.” 


Stanley and His Bible 


In view of the popularity of the current moving picture “Stanley and Livingstone,” 
“Record” readers will be glad to recall Stanley’s rededication of himself to his Lord 
and Master as a result of his reading of the Bible, alone, in the heart of Africa. His 
own testimony, in his autobiography, includes the following remarkable paragraphs: 


Y sicknesses were frequent, and during 
my first attack of African fever, I took 
up the Bible to while away the tedious, 

feverish hours in bed. Though incapacitated 
from the march, my temperature being con- 
stantly at 105°, it did not prevent me from read- 
ing, when not light-headed. I read Job, and 
then the Psalms. 

The Bible, with its noble and simple language, 
I continued to read with a higher and truer 
understanding than I had ever before conceived. 
Its powerful verses had a different meaning, a 
more penetrative influence, in the silence of the 
wilds. I came to feel a strange glow while ab- 
sorbed in its pages, and a charm peculiarly 
appropriate to the deep melancholy of African 
scenery. 

When I laid down the book, the mind com- 
menced to feed upon what memory suggested. 
Then rose the ghosts of bygone yearnings, 
haunting every cranny of the brain with num- 
bers of baffled hopes and unfulfilled aspirations. 
Here was I, only a poor journalist, with no 
friends, and yet possessed by a feeling of power 
to achieve! Howcould it ever be? Then verses 
of Scripture rang iteratingly through my mind 
as applicable to my own being, sometimes full 


of glowing promise, often of solemn warning. 

Alone in my tent, unseen of men, my mind 
labored and worked upon itself, and nothing 
was so soothing and sustaining as when I re- 
membered the long neglected comfort and sup- 
port of lonely childhood and boyhood. I flung 
myself on my knees, and poured out my soul 
utterly in secret prayer to Him from whom I 
had been so long estranged; to Him who had led 
me here mysteriously into Africa, there to re- 
veal himself, and his will. I became then in- 
spired with fresh desire to serve him to the 
utmost, that same desire which, in early days in 
New Orleans, filled me each morning, and sent 
me joyfully skipping to my work. 

As seen in my loneliness, there was this dif- 
ference between the Bible and the newspapers. 
The one reminded me that, apart from God, my 
life was but a bubble of air, and it bade me re- 
member my Creator; the other fostered arro- 
gance and worldliness. When that vast un- 
heaved sky, and mighty circumference of tree- 
clad earth, or sere downland, marked so em- 
phatically my personal littleness, I felt often 
so subdued, that my black followers might have 
discerned, had they been capable of reflection, 
that Africa was changing me. 


‘Cropp was graduated from 
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A New General Secretary 


announce the election on September 22, 
1939, of the Reverend Frederick William 
Cropp, D.D., as General Secretary to succeed 
Dr. George William Brown, whose resignation 
took effect on November 30, 1938. Dr. Cropp 
will begin his work with 
the Society November 1. 
A native of Ohio, Dr. 


4 hee American Bible Society is happy to 


the College of Wooster, 
Wooster, Ohio, in 1926. His 
leadership qualities had al- 
ready appeared in under- 
graduate days, during 
which he was a member of 
the student senate and pres- 
ident of his class. 

Dr. Cropp received his 
theological training at 
Princeton Theological Sem- 
inary, where he was gradu- 
ated in 1929. Since that 
time he has served but one 
church, the historic First 
Presbyterian Church of 
Wheeling, West Virginia, 
for the first two years as its 
assistant pastor, and since 
March 1931 as its pastor. 

Dr. Cropp early rose to 
places of leadership in his 
denomination. He has served as moderator of 
the Presbytery of Wheeling and twice as vice 
moderator of the Synod of West Virginia. As 
chairman of the Synod’s committee on Chris- 
tian education, he has been the successful leader 
of youth conferences for the Board of Christian 
Education of the Presbyterian Church. 

In the city of Wheeling, Dr. Cropp early 
became an outstanding figure in civic and reli- 
gious activities. He served two terms as presi- 
dent of the local ministerial union, and was a 
member of the board of the Y.M.C.A. and of the 
recreation commission of the city. Possibly his 
most distinguished service has been that of 
vice chairman of the Wheeling Chapter, Amer- 
ican Red Cross, in which he took a leading part 
in relief work of three disastrous Ohio River 
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floods. Beside this, he was active in community 
fund campaigns and the Wheeling Council of 
Catholics, Jews, and Protestants. In 1938 Dr. 
Cropp was awarded the Distinguished Service 
Award in the field of religion in his community. 

In June of 1939 Dr. Cropp received from 
Centre College, Kentucky, 
the degree of doctor of di- 
vinity. 

Mrs. Cropp is the former 
Ruth Huntington Perkins, 
the daughter of a Presby- 
terian minister. Dr. and 
Mrs. Cropp were married in 
1929 and have two sons, 
Frederick 3d and Robert 


Huntington. 
In his new position with 
the Bible Society, Dr. 


Cropp will share with Dr. 
North the general oversight 
of the work of the Society, 
with particular responsi- 
bilities for the distribution 
of the Scriptures in the 
United States and the rela- 
tionship of the Society to 
the churches. 

The first important as- 
signment of work to which 
Dr. Cropp will turn as he 
takes up his duties, will be 
that connected with the forthcoming annual 
meeting of the Society’s Advisory Council, 
which will convene this year on Wednesday, 
December 6. This is the occasion each year on 
which officially appointed representatives of 
the cooperating denominations face, with the 
officers of the Society, the common missionary 
interests of Bible translation and distribution, 
and, together with the budget committee of the 
Board of Managers, the plans and prospects for 
the coming year. The annual meeting of the 
Advisory Council in recent years has been one 
of the most representative interdenominational 
gatherings in the country, bringing together, as 
it does in many instances, the responsible heads 
of the leading Christian bodies of the nation. 
There were forty-five in attendance last year. 
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“TI, Too, Was Once Blind” 


A stranger-than-fiction true story as told to Dave A. Parker of the South 
Atlantic District office of the American Bible Society, by Mr. H. Durman 


HAT struck me first was the dog. A 

\) \) strange-looking black dog about the 

size of a large hound, but much heav- 
ier; almost as thick across the chest as an 
English bull. Then I noticed the peculiar halter 
the dog wore, and next, the neatly dressed man 
wearing dark glasses. Instantly 1 knew he was 
blind. That realization was something of a 
shock. A blind man being led by a curious-look- 
ing dog, fifteen stories above the ground over- 
looking the city of Richmond. For some 
strange reason, the thought flitted through my 
mind that this visitor wouldn’t comment upon 
the view from the wide windows. Almost with- 
out exception, visitors to the South Atlantic 
District office of the American Bible Society in 
Richmond, Virginia, comment upon that view. 

“Come in,’ I said, getting up to help him to 
a chair. 

My visitor sat down. The black dog imme- 
diately lay down at his feet, head between fore- 
paws, eyes looking questioningly at me. The 
man asked me if he was in the office of the 
American Bible Society. I assured him he was, 
and asked how I could help him. “I want some 
little Gospel booklets,” he said. “I got some 
from you once before,—a long time ago. I’m 
Mr. Durman from Hopewell.” 

I had never heard of him, and immediately 
wondered how he had gotten from Hopewell to 
Richmond, a distance of about fifteen miles. I 
asked him. 

“Oh, Pal and I get around,” he said casually. 
“We rode over with some young ladies. Prob- 
ably go back by bus.” 

He seemed to regard his trip as very ordi- 
nary. I asked him what use he was going to 
make of the Gospel portions. “I usually give 
them away or sell them to people I meet in my 
work.” 

“Your work?” 

“T’m a salesman. I sell ice boxes, electric 
stoves, heaters, and other household fixtures. I 
use the little Gospels as an introduction, usu- 
ally giving the customer one whether they are 
interested in buying a stove or not.” 


“T see,” I murmured, growing more amazed. 
“How do you get around? Just you and your 
dog there?” 

“Oh, Pal is a good dog. He leads me any- 
where I want to go. He isn’t a Seeing-Eye dog, 


Mr. Durman and Pal 


but he leads me mighty good. Usually we go 
around at night.” 

I had a mental picture of this man and his 
dog traveling around dark streets at night. 
Without thinking, I said, “But, wouldn’t it be 
better to work during the day?” 

“More people are home during the night 
time,” he said. “And besides,” he added, “day 
and night—they are the same to me.” 

I felt like a sap, making such a blunder. But 
I didn’t apologize. “How many Gospels do you 
need?” I asked him. . 

“Oh, a hundred or so. Could you let me have 
something off on them. Before I got one fourth 
of them free.” 

“We'll do even better than that,” I said; “but, 
tell me something about yourself,—your work.” 
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“Not much to tell,” he said. “I just work,— 
me and Pal there. He’s a good dog. You know 
I had a Seeing-Eye dog, but we didn’t get along. 
I had to send him back and couldn’t make an- 
other trip up there to get another, because I 
had no money. Things got pretty black then. 
All I could do was sit in the house and some- 
times walk down the little path in back. That’s 
where it all happened.” 

“It happened? What happened?” 

“The dog. He’s a mighty good dog.” 

Apparently my visitor wasn’t going to warm 
up much on the subject of his work. But he 
kept repeating what a good dog he had. “What 
about the dog? What happened?” 

“Well,” he said, “It’s a strange story. You 
probably won’t believe it. But I’ll tell you if 
you have a little time.” 

I noticed his manner had changed. He 
seemed thoughtful, and his voice had taken on 
a new hushed quality. I settled back in my 
chair. “Forget the time,” I said, looking guilt- 
ily at a huge stack of nine thousand letters we 
were working on for mailing to Sunday schools 
in three states. “Let’s have the story.” 

“It was back the year before last, one morn- 
ing in November, that I took a walk down the 
path in back of the house. Frost was on the 
ground, and the air was crisp and sharp. 
Sounds carried clearly, with a snap; but, in the 
early morning, there were almost none—a bird, 
the leaves rustling underfoot. A hushed quiet 
seemed to be over everything. 

“I walked on down the path, slowly, halt- 
ingly, straying every now and then into the 
leaves along the side. They acted as my guide. 
And then, without warning, an awful clatter 
broke the stillness of the morning. The noise 
broke all around me,—so close it jarred me. 
The only way I can describe the terrific noise 
is to say it sounded like an ancient model T 
Ford crashing to earth. 

“I stopped dead still. As suddenly as the 
clatter started, it stopped. Stopped abruptly, 
without even another small sound. The quiet 
was even louder than the crash. Still I didn’t 
move; just stood there awe-struck at the terrific 
noise I had heard. 

“And then I heard the new sound,—the pant- 
ing sound. I listened. It came closer, right 
under my feet almost. It was clear and dis- 
tinct now. The panting sounded like that of 
a dog after he has run a hard race. I leaned 
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over and tried to touch him, but the panting 
moved away. I straightened up, and it came 
closer again; then I heard the sound of feet 
running in the leaves, going up along the path. 

“TI followed. Near the top of the hill I heard 
the panting again and called to the dog. He 
came to me this time, and I patted his head, felt 
his body. He was just a little puppy. I patted 
him some more, and then tied a piece of string 
around his neck and hooked the end of my cane 
into the string. 

“Without training, without even a word from 
me, that little dog started to lead me.” 

My visitor stopped then and leaned over to 
pat his dog on the head. “I’ve never been help- 
less since,” he said. “I get around almost any- 
where I want to go. God must have sent Pal 
to me,” he ended simply. 

“And the strange thing about it all,” he con- 
tinued, “is that no one knows what kind of dog 
Pal is. I’ve had experts look at him, and they 
can’t tell. Some say there’s beagle hound in him; 
others say something else. But all agree that 
they’ve never seen another dog like him.” 

I looked down at the dog lying there on the 
floor. He was a curious-looking dog. Black 
and shiny, with eyes that almost talked to you. 
I was no dog expert, but I knew I’d never seen 
a dog before that looked like that one. 

“Since then,” my visitor went on, “I’ve trained 
six dogs for other blind people in and around 
my community. Pal and I together train the 
other dogs to lead, and then I give them away 
to blind people. That’s what I get the most joy 
from—training dogs to lead blind people so 
that they may see, and distributing the Word 
of God so that people with eyes might see also.” 

And then he added quietly, “God took my 
sight so that I might see. I, too, was once 
blind!” 


The Cover Picture 


RECENT study revealed a large percent- 

age of the Chinese nation unoccupied by 
church or mission. Out of 1,608 counties, 293 
are fairly occupied, 206 more inadequately so, 
and the remaining 1,109 not at all. Until mis- 
sionary establishments may multiply, which is 
quite impossible at the present, the humble col- 
porteur working among the farmers and the 
villagers constitutes the hope for missionary 
advance. 
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The Bible in Eastern Europe 


HE front page in its entirety and much 
of the rest of every daily paper just now 


gives news of Europe—news of death, 
destruction, and depraved diplomacy. What of 
the churches of Europe in the midst of the holo- 
caust of war? In the September issue of the 
Missionary Review of the World, Professor 
Adolph Keller of Geneva, Switzerland, in an 
article entitled “Preaching Christ in Europe 
Today,” states that gospel preaching there has 
again become the great essential fact in the life 
of the church. Science and theology, personal 
piety and mystic experience, have given way to 
the pronouncement of the great fact of a saving 
Christ. Of particular interest to Record read- 
ers are the following paragraphs from Dr. 
Keller’s article, the whole of which every Chris- 
tian who is concerned for the future of Europe 
and Western civilization should read: 

“Preaching, . . . especially in eastern Europe, 

. .is not so much an echo to theological think- 
ing as a response to Bible reading. The Bible 
itself and not only theology as a witness to the 
Holy Scriptures has been and is the great 
teacher of how to preach. Preaching is there- 
fore no longer the art of trained pastors. The 
man who reads the Bible preaches. 

“A lay preaching movement may be observed 
all over eastern Europe. In Austria near Vil- 
lach is a Bible school preparing lay preachers 
for the Balkan countries. In Poland and Russia 
there is a large preaching mission carried on by 
laymen, the “Gospel-Christians,” who are wan- 
dering from village to village announcing, often 
secretly, in farms, woods, lonely places, the re- 
deeming message which they have learned to 
know from the Bible. In Polish Ukraine an 
evangelical movement sprang up in a village 
when Krasniuk, a Ukrainian prisoner of war, 
returned from a German prisoners’ camp where 
he had learned to read the Bible, to his family 
in a Polish village. To read the Bible means to 
meet Christ, and this is the one great stimulus 
for preaching. The annual report of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society shows indeed that, 
in spite of a growing poverty, political tension, 
and religious persecution, the Continent has 
bought more Bibles than during last year. 


Even in Spain the Bible sales have increased. 

“Where the Bible is rediscovered and read, 
a reformation is always near. Other general 
literature is certainly sharing the breakdown of 
any really leading power for mankind; the 
Bible has again proved able to give real leader- 
ship to personal and public life of mankind. 
Nowhere perhaps is this deeper felt than in 
Russia, where the importation or printing of 
the Bible is still forbidden. A great thirst for 
the Word of God is found wherever religious 
interest is not entirely quenched. This unique 
book and parts of it are penetrating into Russia 
wherever pores of communication are still open 
in the well-protected pachydermic armor of the 
Russian giant. It penetrates into the interior 
via the great streams, via China and Turke- 
stan. 

“For many Christians the possession of the 
Bible is the greatest treasure, as the Word of 
God has become rare, and thousands of Bibles 
have crumbled to dust because they were read 
so intensely. It is a matter of great rejoicing 
that not only the Bible is read again among 
Protestants, but Bible lessons are introduced 
for the first time in evangelical services. A 
new Bible movement is spreading also in the 
Roman Catholic Church, and it happens that 
Orthodox priests, as in the famous conferences 
of Narva, assemble around the Bible and not 
only kiss the holy Book as a part of the Ortho- 
dox service, but read it with the joy of a great 
discovery....... 


“It is very likely that many Protestant 
churches will join the remarkable effort which 
has been made by the American Federal Council 
of Churches in its National Preaching Mission 
to take a fresh stand for the church in the cen- 
ter of all Christian life and activity, in the 
announcement of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
The world has proved today that it holds no 
really redeeming message, and that its recipes 
are not bringing healing or salvation, but sick- 
ness and death. The church of Christ, con- 
fronted with this breakdown of culture and in- 
efficiency of human wisdom, knows more than 
ever that she holds the word of salvation and 
has to bring it to the whole world.” 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


Page 145 


How Are You Going to Celebrate 
Bible Sunday? 


The date is December tenth. The theme is 
“The Truth That Makes Men Free” 
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Has Own ¥ 


Pastor Fred M. Ohms, of Christ Evangelical Church, Paterson, N. J., has preserved his Bible 
Sunday posters since they were first issued in 1921. 


the silence of the streets of the little 

city of Scranton, Kansas, on the morn- 
ing of Sunday, December tenth. As early as 
2:30 the citizens will, for the third successive 
year, be finding their way to the Methodist 
Church for the opening of the eighteen-hour 
Bible Sunday service beginning at three o’clock. 
With pageantry and periods of music, the con- 
gregation, led throughout the day by sixty or 
more readers, will hear again the whole of the 
New Testament. 

The great Baptist Temple in Philadelphia 
will hold a similar service, following the plan 
adopted last year, during which they will this 
year read the Book of Psalms, the Prophecies 
of Isaiah, and various other parts of the Old 
Testament. 

This year’s Bible Sunday theme, so timely in 
the midst of a world whose dearly bought free- 
doms are being savagely destroyed, lends itself 
to many forms of observance. 

Because of its emphasis upon the Bible as 
the book out of which our American ideals of 
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freedom have come, civic and patriotic groups 
may be readily enlisted in the celebration. His- 
torical pageants of the days of the Pilgrim fa- 
thers and other Puritan settlements are most 
appropriate. 


A Special Opportunity 


There is pending before Congress a joint 
resolution offered by Senator Charles O. An- 
drews of Florida and now before the Committee 
on Education and Labor. It reads: 

WHEREAS, In 1782 the United States in 
Congress assembled approved the printing of 
the Holy Bible, and recommended it to the in- 
habitants of the United States; and 

WHEREAS, It is apparent that a revitaliza- 
tion of the moral and spiritual life of this na- 
tion and of the world is greatly to be desired: 
Therefore be it 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That this Congress reaffirm 
the original resolution adopted in 1782 and once 
more commend to the people of the United 
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States the principles and precepts contained in 
the Holy Scriptures as America’s greatest text- 
book on right living. 

No more effective way to celebrate Universal 
Bible Sunday this year is offered than to or- 
ganize your church to send cards to the Senate 
Chamber, Washington, D.C., either to Senator 
Andrews or to Senator Elbert D. Thomas, chair- 
man of the Committee on Education and Labor, 
asking them to work for an early adoption of 
this resolution. 


Distribute Scriptures 


Probably the most practical way to observe 
the day—one that could well be adopted by 
young people’s groups—is that of Scripture 
distribution in some neglected community. 
Separately bound Gospels can be secured for 
from one to five cents apiece from the American 
Bible Society in most of the languages required, 
and Bible Sunday afternoon may be spent visit- 
ing homes where probably the Bible is not 
known at all. It will bring a glow to the heart 
of anyone who does it. 

Bookstores may be asked to feature the Bible 
in their windows during the weeks before De- 
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cember 10. Men’s Classes may prepare a slip 
to be placed on the Bibles in local hotel rooms. 
Articles concerning the celebration may be 
contributed to local newspapers. 


Radio 


The air waves will be vibrant with the mes- 
sage of Universal Bible Sunday. Every radio 
station in America will be asked to participate 
during the week before Bible Sunday and on 
the day itself. Record readers may help by en- 
couraging their local broadcasting stations to 
participate. Dr. William Lyon Phelps and 
other men of note will be heard during the day 
on the coast-to-coast chains. Church calendars 
may carry announcements of these broadcasts 
and other features of the celebration. 

The December Bible Society Record will be 
mailed a little earlier than usual and will carry 
more detailed announcements. 

Anyone desiring detailed suggestions for 
building worship programs appropriate for Uni- 
versal Bible Sunday, including Scripture pas- 
sages, hymns, anthems, prayers, topics for serv- 
ices, and addresses should address Bible So- 
ciety Record—Dept. BS. 


Pastor Ximenes’ ‘Testimony 


Built upon the reading of a New Testament, a great church strengthens 
its evangelistic outreach by a thorough plan of Scripture distribution 


By Charles W. Turner 


N 1928 Pastor J. C. Ximenes took charge of 
I the Congregational church in the town of 

Campina Grande, state of Parahyba, in 
North Brazil. At that time the church building 
was comparatively small; the membership con- 
sisted of eighty-five persons, and work pro- 
gressed satisfactorily, The townspeople heard 
the gospel preached; numbers of them were 
won to the Master, and have since become good 
and reliable members of the church. 

After three or four years, a few preaching 
points were opened in neighboring places with 
the assistance of laymen, who worked enthu- 
siastically in this evangelistic mission. In 1937, 
however, Senhor Ximenes became convinced 
through experiment that his evangelists could 
accomplish a much more thorough piece of work 


if they were provided with Bibles, Testaments, 
and Gospels for distribution in the course of 
their work. “Each of our evangelists, there- 
fore,” writes Pastor Ximenes, “has become a 
colporteur.” Through this new impetus the 
work he directs has developed with amazing 
rapidity and thoroughness. “Today, three years 
later,” affirms Pastor Ximenes, “my field covers 
an area seventy miles square around Campina 
Grande, and includes seven important churches 
and twenty-eight other established preaching 
points or organized congregations.” 

At present, the large church at Campina 
Grande, mother of this significant enterprise, 
has 515 members in full communion; while the 
Sunday-school enrolment is 650 scholars. The 
church building has been enlarged on two occa- 
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sions, and now can accommodate 1,000 persons 
comfortably. The average attendance at the 
Sunday services is about 750. Assisting the 
pastor in this important work are seven field 


Pastor Ximenes (in dark suit) and his helpers 


evangelists; while from its own membership 
the church has contributed four pastors, all at 
present engaged in Christian work. 

It is of real interest to friends of the Bible 
Society that this great center of Campina 
Grande was started through the reading of a 
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New Testament and through its action upon the 
human heart and mind. In the year 1910 Senhor 
Olinto Cordeiro, a resident of North Brazil, 
was traveling through the interior of Parahyba 
State and stayed overnight at a certain “fa- 
zenda” (plantation). Before leaving on the fol- 
lowing morning, the planter, who evidently had 
been visited previously by one of the Society’s 
colporteurs, gave Senhor Cordeiro a New 
Testament. Through reading and studying this 
Testament he was converted to our Christian 
faith, as were also his wife and a sister-in-law; 
and these three believers were the nucleus 
around whom the church of Campina Grande, 
and the great work for many miles round, was 
solidly built. 

The loyal folk of Campina Grande, as do 
many other similar groups in different parts of 
Brazil, are working to extend their borders, 
carrying the message of the saving Christ on 
and on! “There is boundless opportunity fur- 
ther to develop this great field,’ concludes 
Pastor Ximenes. “But among the two or three 
indispensable requisites for accomplishing this 
purpose,” he says, “we need immediately larger 
quantities of Scriptures!” 


Migrations of a Famous Bible 


N beautiful Avenida Rio Branco, facing 
() one of the many public gardens which 

adorn the city, stands an imposing edi- 
fice recently redecorated both within and with- 
out—the National Library of Rio de Janeiro. 
Many treasures, of real interest to any visitor 
but especially precious to Brazilians, are housed 
within its walls: old documents of pre-Empire 
days; manuscripts of Brazil’s great literary 
geniuses; letters, written by the hand of po- 
litical leaders, which have profoundly in- 
fluenced the nation’s destiny; and innumerable 
others. 

Among the numerous volumes carefully cher- 
ished by the Library authorities and of particu- 
lar interest to readers of the Record is an ex- 
tremely valuable copy of the Holy Scriptures, 
that is centuries old: the great Moguntia (or 
Mainz) Bible, in two volumes, printed in the 
year 1462 by John Fust and Peter Schoeffer, 
who were at one time associated in business 


with the immortal Gutenberg. “Moguntia” is 
the Latin name for the old German city of 
Mainz, the birthplace of Gutenberg. 

As far as is known, the first text of the Scrip- 
tures to be printed was the Latin Bible by 
Gutenberg in 1454-55, at Mainz. The second 
may have been printed at Mainz or Bamberg in 
1458. The third printing of the Vulgate, or 
Latin Bible, occurred at Strasbourg in 1460-61, 
by Johann Mentelin. The fourth, in 1462, at 
Mainz, was the Moguntia Bible, by Fust and 
Schoeffer. 

This remarkable Bible in two splendid vol- 
umes, of which the National Library at Rio de 
Janeiro possesses two sets, is printed on vellum, 
or parchment, in two columns of forty-eight 
lines each, and is the first book of its kind bear- 
ing the date and place of publication, and the 
name of the printer. Initial letters of books 
and chapters, as well as all capital letters, are 
hand-designed and beautifully painted in a rich 
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blue and red. The type throughout is perfectly 
preserved, and the books themselves, though 
nearly five hundred years old, represent out- 
standing specimens of the printer’s art. The 
text is the Vulgate of St. Jerome. 

At the end of the second volume of one of 
the sets there are five blank pages upon the last 
of which is a significant autograph in Latin con- 
taining the following statement that consider- 
ably enhances both the value and the interest of 
the volume. Here it is: 

“I, Herman, of Germany, agent of the honored 
and distinguished John Guymier, authorized book- 
dealer of the University of Paris, confess to hav- 
ing sold to the illustrious and learned William of 
Tourneville, high priest and canon of Angers, my 
lord and highly respected master, a Bible printed 
in Mainz, upon parchment, in two volumes, for the 
price of 40 escudos, which I duly received. By 
the present document I confirm the sale, promis- 
ing to defend the buyer of this Bible against any 
one who should wish to become its possessor for 
a lesser sum, or against any person who should 
falsely claim ownership of it. In support of the 
foregoing I sign this document with my own 
hand, on the 5th day of the month of April of the 
year of Our Lord 1470. Herman.” 

Most authorities agree that this Herman is 
Herman de Strathoen, a native of Miinster, who 
arranged in Paris for the sale of the books 
owned by Schoeffer, Gutenberg’s one-time part- 
ner. They also agree that this Bible is in all 
likelihood the one that was earnestly searched 
for by Van Praet, a leading editor and bibliog- 
rapher of Amsterdam during the period 1560- 
70. In his records, Van Praet distinctly men- 
tions a Bible of the 1462 edition possessing this 
interesting autograph. 

The Rio Library records affirm that this same 
Mainz Bible belonged at one time to Coustard, 
a councilor of the Parliament of Paris. Subse- 
quently it became the property of the Royal 
Library of Portugal, though just how it was 


(Continued from page 138) 

was captain of the first precinct, which covers 
downtown Washington. During all this time 
he has fought gambling, liquor violations, and 
“dope” relentlessly. 

In addition to all this, the major has been in- 
strumental in effecting a wide distribution and 
use of the Scriptures through his department 
and among the boys’ clubs, which are a particu- 
lar hobby of his. 

Until this year Chief Porter was a battalion 
chief, when he was promoted upon the death of 
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The National Library, Rio de Janeiro 


conveyed from France is not certain. This same 
set was brought to Rio de Janeiro from Portu- 
gal in the year 1808 by Dom Joao VI, together 
with many other volumes of the Emperor’s pri- 
vate library. The National Library of Rio de 
Janeiro was later founded by Dom Joao, and his 
personal collection, including this important 
autographed Mainz Bible of 1462, served as the 
foundation and inspiration for the additional 
thousands of volumes that are found there. 


his superior. With his encouragement Bibles 
have been placed in all fire houses by the Wash- 
ington City Bible Society, an auxiliary of the 
American Bible Society. 

Both men are officers of their church, Chief 
Porter being a member of the board of stewards, 
and Major Brown a trustee. 


Not only are they pillars of strength to their | 


own pastor, but no men in the city are held in 
greater respect and esteem by their fellow citi- 
zens. They honor the whole nation as well. 
Of such must be the kingdom of Heaven. 


——————————————— ee 
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A Journal Dedicated to the Wider 
Distribution of the Holy 
Scriptures 


Editors: THE SECRETARIES 
Address correspondence to Francis 
Carr Stifler, Editorial Secretary, 
Bible House, Park Avenue and 
57th Street, New York 
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Secretary Charles W. Turner, 
of the Society’s Brazil Agency, 
has recently published a book 
in Portuguese entitled “O 
Livro Desconhecido”—The Un- 
recognized Book. Its eight 
chapters deal respectively with 
the topics: What is the Bible? 
The Bible as Literature; The 
Bible as a Source of Moral 
Teachings; The Bible as Di- 
vine Revelation and Source of 
Spiritual Power; How the Bible 
has come down to us through 
the centuries; How to read the 
Bible; The sovereignty of the 
Bible; Some Biblical affirma- 
tions applicable to the present 
day. 

Dr. Turner’s book is the first 
of its kind in the Portuguese 
language and is being received 
with enthusiasm. The literary 
editor of “Jornal do Commer- 
cio” in Rio de Janeiro, after 
quoting a few paragraphs, says: 
“The entire volume is a devout 
and sincere exaltation of the 
Book of Books. The para- 
graphs we have quoted relate 
to the loftiness with which Sr. 
Charles Turner is working to 
spread abroad in the world the 


most excellent work that has 
ever been written in human 


speech.” 
e e 


No day goes by at the Bible 
House without the receipt of 
an order for the “Read the 
Bible” seals distributed last 
Easter season. With her recent 
order for a sheet of the seals, a 
friend added the following 
paragraph: 

I visited South America this sum- 
mer, and in Rio we had the same 
taxi driver for two days. He could 
speak no English. He seemed about 
twenty-five. Every time he had to 
wait for us he was reading his 
Bible. He showed us an American 
Bible Society leaflet, his Sunday- 
school book, and on the last after- 
noon before we left, he drove us 
past the Baptist Church which he 
attended. 

e r 


There is no abating of inter- 
est in the Scriptures in war- 
stricken China. In Shanghai 
the sales of whole Bibles and 
Testaments over the counter at 
the Bible House for 1938 were 
6,985, eighty-seven percent 
above those of 1937. But, in the 
first six months of 1939, similar 
sales had already reached 7,479. 
Likewise in Tsinan, whereas the 
total sales for 1938 were 7,722, 
in the first 6 months of 1939 
they were 11,010. Peking is 
also running well ahead of last 
year. In Hankow and Canton 
the sales fell off on account of 
the inhibiting effects of the 
war in those localities. 


Universal Bible Sunday 
BOUT November first, ap- 
proximately 118,000 pastors 
in the United States and thou- 
sands in other lands will begin 
to receive from the Society 


their materials designed to aid 
in the celebration of Universal 
Bible Sunday, December 10. 
The principal item in the 
packet will be a twelve-page 
brochure by Dr. John A. 
Mackay, president of Princeton 
Theological Seminary, on this 
year’s theme “The Truth That 
Makes Men Free.” Dr. Mackay’s 


‘career as a missionary, a church 


administrator, and a teacher 
gives to his paragraphs a note 
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of authority. A very arresting 
poster on the same theme will 
be included. It is the work of 
Rockwell Kent, and is done in 
two colors. Besides these items, 
are a sample church calendar 
folder with responsive reading, 
an order blank for various sup- 
plies offered by the Society, and 
a message from the Society to 
the pastors. If your minister 
does not receive one of these 
packets by November 15 and 
would like to have one, he may 
secure a packet by writing to 
the nearest depository as listed 
on page 151. 
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Bible parade in Rutherford 


Bibles instead of Bayonets 


N marked contrast with the 

marching millions of 
Europe, the little suburban city 
of Rutherford, New Jersey, an- 
nounced the coming of rally 
day in its churches with a Bible 
parade on Saturday afternoon, 
September 23. 

Although there were many 
churches participating, the 
spirit of the parade was marked 
by the absence of any individ- 
ual church designations, thus 
emphasizing the unity of all 
Christian bodies in their study 
of one common book. 

The announcement of the 
parade began, “In Europe men 
march with bayonets; 
Rutherford are invited to 
march with Bibles.” Accord- 
ingly, every one of the eight 
hundred participants carried 
his Bible. Besides a colorful 
array of Christian and Amer- 
ican flags, the American Bible 
Society had furnished Bible 
posters which carried the mes- 
sage of the occasion to the on- 
lookers. There were bands and 
orchestras, and a review by the 
mayor and city council as the 
parade passed the city hall. At 
a subsequent meeting of Bible- 
school leaders it was voted to 
make the Rutherford Bible 
parade an annual celebration. 

It is hoped that other com- 
munities may do likewise. 


we in 


Special Meeting of the 
Board 


ANG aed hie meeting of the Board 
of Managers was held at the 
Bible House on Friday, September 
22, 1939, at 4 o’clock, President 
John T. Manson in the chair. 

On the recommendation of the 
Survey Committee, the Reverend 
Frederick W. Cropp, D.D., of 
Wheeling, West Virginia, was 
elected a General Secretary of the 
Society, to hold office from Novem- 


bers 1551939: 
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October Meeting of the 
Board 


Apes sixth stated meeting of the 
Board of Managers of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society in its one hun- 
dred and twenty-fourth year was 
held at the Bible House, Park Ave- 
nue and 57th Street, New York, 
on Thursday, October 5, 1939, at 
4 p.m., President John T. Manson 
in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were con- 
ducted by Mr. Arthur Y. Meeker. 

The minutes of the fifth stated 
meeting of the year and also of the 
special meeting on September 22 
were approved. 

The Recording Secretary re- 
ported with regret the death on 
October 1, of Mr. C. Edgar Ander- 
son, a Vice President, and the fol- 
lowing memorial minute was 
adopted: 

C. Edgar Anderson 


With much sorrow the Board of 
Managers of the American Bible 
Society record the death on Octo- 
ber first, 1939, of Mr. C. Edgar An- 
derson, loyal follower of Christ and 
faithful counselor and member of 
his church. For twenty-eight years 
he was a Manager of the Bible So- 
ciety, serving twenty-four years as 
a member of the Foreign Agencies 
Committee, ten of these years as its 
chairman. He was elected a Vice 
President in 1924 and held that po- 
sition until his death. 

Mr. Anderson’s life and service 
were principally associated with 
New York City. For forty-seven 
years he was a partner and senior 
partner in the brokerage firm of 
Chauncey and Company. Keen and 
assiduous in business and wise in 
its counsels, he brought these tal- 
ents and an unvarying devotion to 
Christ and to the church into the 
service of many Christian enter- 
prises in the city. In his own 
church he directed the work of a 
large Sunday school for several 
years. On its various committees 
he was ever a source of wisdom 
and strength. He gave long serv- 
ice to the New York City Society 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
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putting his clear mind, earnest 
spirit and generous gifts into the 
dificult task of evangelizing the 
great city’s multitudes and creating 
church homes for them. The out- 
reach of his thinking was reflected 
in service on the board of home 
missions of his church and in his 
interest in the foreign missionary 
enterprise, both within the Bible 
Society and in other associations. 
The Board records his passing 
with the conviction that upon such 
faithful men as he the hope of the 
kingdom of God, humanly speaking, 
rests. It extends to his family its 
sympathy and prays that the assur- 
ance of God’s love will be about 
them as it was ever about him. 


The acceptance of his election as 
General Secretary by the Reverend 
Frederick W. Cropp, D.D., as of 
November 1, 1939, was reported. 

The resignation of Mrs. Ernest 
R. Palen as a Member of the Board | 
was received and accepted with) 
deep regret. 

Rev. Edwin W. Smith, D.D., was 
elected a Life Member and assigned 
to the Committee on Versions. 

Mr. Frank C. Goodman was as- 
signed to the Committee on Ways 
and Means and Mrs. William I. 
Haven to the Committee on For- 
eign Agencies. 

It was reported that the 125th 
anniversary of the founding of the 
Westchester County Bible Society || 
will take place at Bedford, New|) 
York, on October 31, and the Board jj 
authorized that the congratulations 
and good wishes of the American 
Bible Society be sent to that So- 
ciety on this notable occasion. 

The Board approved of a grant || 
of 1,008 Bibles and 500 New Tes-|| 
taments to the Board of National} 
Missions of the Presbyterian}j 
Church for the use of their Sunday- |i 
school missionaries. | 

A list of denominations to be in-}j 
vited through their official repre- | 
sentatives to attend the annual 
meeting of the Advisory Council onjj 
December 6 was approved. | 

Minutes of the various standing} 
committees were presented and ap-4 
proved and their recommendations | 
adopted. 

After a brief recess, dinner was 
served at 6 o’clock by the young 
women of the Bible House staff. 

At the conclusion of the dinner, 
interesting and inspiring addresses 
were made by Mr. F. Lyman Mac-# 
Callum, Vice President John Rg 
Mott, and Rev. Dr. A. L. Warnshuis,,| 
three of the Society’s representa 
tives at the conference of Bible 
Societies at Woudschoten, Holland,|| 
July 24-27. 

The meeting was adjourned ati 
35 YAN) [oh vee 
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La Plata—Rerv. P. PENZOTTI, Calle Cor- 
rientes 728, Buenos Aires, Argentina. 


mo Braga No. 12, Rio de Janeiro. 
Bible Lands Agency, North—C. S. BELL, 
Box 747, Beirut, Syria. 
Bible Lands Agency, South—ReEv. BH. W. 
G. HupGreLtt, M.A., P. O. Box 724, 
62 Sharia Ibrahim Pasha, Cairo, 


Egypt. 


Peral, Manila. 

Siam—ReEV. RoBpprRT O. FRANKLIN, 703 
Sathorn Rd., Bangkok. 

China—REV. CARLETON LAcY, D.D., Bible 
House, 58 Hangkong Road, Shang- 
ai. 

Japan—Mr. G. H. VINALL, Bible House, 
No. 2 Shichome, Ginza, Tokyo. 


State Bible Societies Cooperating with the American Bible Society 


Maine—LorINnG S. STRICKLAND, 19 Pine St., Portland. 
ew Hampshire—EDWarpD A. DAME, 24 Warren St., Concord. 
Vermont—REV. EveRETT A. BaABcocK, 121 So. Willard Street, 


Burlington. 


Massachusetts—Rrv. FRANK K. SIN@ISHR, 41 Bromfield St., Boston. 


S. W. RAYMOND, 
Hartford. 

Rhode Island—REV. SELDEN R. McCurpy, 144 Westminster St., 
Providence. 

Maryland—Rev. BE. C. Powers, 9 HB. Franklin St., Baltimore. 


Connecticut — REV. 


278 Farmington Ave., 


The Truth 
That Makes Men Free 


of 


pastor who, like that noble Bible Christian, Martin 
Niemoeller, is imprisoned for conscience’ sake: ‘‘It is most 
wonderful to read the Bible at such a time. How alive 
it suddenly becomes and how real! It really gives you 


the impression of having been written specially for pris- 


oners and for prison.” Whether in a prison camp or in 


the home the Bible still leads the way to a real and enduring freedom. 


Our Lord says: 
Ye shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free 
The Christmas message Peace on earth and good will to men can only have 


meaning where men are free. Give Bibles then this Christmas; for where there is 
no Bible, there is no freedom; and where there is no Bible, there is no Christmas. 


Bibles, 30 cents and higher; Testaments, 5 cents, or more. Choice of type 
sizes. Leather bindings are available; also Scriptures in foreign languages. 


v. Write to the nearest Depository, stating your requirements 


AMERICAN BIBLE SO GREETS 


DEPOSITORIES 
New York City: Bible House, Park Avenue and 57th Street :: Atlanta, Georgia: 85 Walton Street 
Chicago, Illinois: 35 East Wacker Drive :: Dallas, Texas: 1814 Main Street 
San Francisco, California: 224 McAllister Street 


